Is there a risk of the missiles exploding accidentally
whilst on site?
No. Missiles will be stored safely in a secure location.
They will be handled by trained, professional operators.

Would the Government compensate for any damage caused
in the event of a hostile aircraft being shot down?
In this very unlikely event any subsequent claim/request for
compensation would be assessed on a case-by-case basis.

Where would an aircraft fall if it was hit by a missile fired
from Blackheath?
In this highly unlikely event, it would be hard to predict
where an aircraft could fall as this would depend upon the
direction, speed, height and damage to the aircraft. Firing a
missile would be a last resort which would only be taken if
it was confirmed that an aircraft was making a determined
attack on London or the Olympic Park. The decision to
fire a missile would be taken at the very highest level of
government and only when all other options had been
exhausted. Any decision would take into account the full
range of broader considerations.

Public Open Events

Will the Armed Forces be there 24/7?
The Armed Forces will be based at Blackheath Common day
and night throughout the period of the Games. During the
deployment, there will be a presence of around ten Army
personnel at the Common. They will be supported
by armed police.
Will I still be able to use Blackheath?
Yes. The Armed Forces will ensure any impact of the system
on users of Blackheath is minimised. Part of the Common
will be cordoned off in the interests of public safety and
security of the system. The rest of Blackheath around the
site will remain open to the public as usual whilst the
Armed Forces are based there.
Will the equipment be noisy?
The Rapier system is powered by built in generators.
Every effort will be made to reduce the noise and we do
not expect there to be a significant impact on residents’
quality of life.
Will the deployment of GBAD near my residence invalidate
my home insurance policy?
We are unable to comment on individual’s home insurance
policies and local residents may wish to seek further advice
from their respective insurance companies. However, in the
unlikely event that a resident’s home insurance policy was
to be invalidated due to the deployment of GBAD the MOD
would consider any claim for compensation on a case
by case basis.

The Armed Forces conducted an open event for residents
of Blackheath during the exercises we held in May. Due to
the requirement to be fully prepared, there are currently
no plans for a similar event at Games time. However, local
residents and members of the public may still seek further
information on the deployment at any time using the
contact details below.

Further Information on
Armed Forces
Supporting Olympic Security
on Blackheath Common
During the Olympic and Paralympic Games

Further Enquiries
Further information on the deployment of Armed Forces
personnel and equipment can be obtained by calling:
07879 603506.
Please leave a message and a representative of the Ministry
of Defence will call you back.
Alternatively, please send your enquiry by email to:
LONDIST-MoDOlympicsEnquiries@mod.uk
If you would like further information, please visit our
website at:
For free translation, phone:
http://www.mod.uk/Defenceinternet/
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Information that you may want to know about the Armed Forces contribution
to the Olympic and Paralympic Games in your area

Deployment of Ground Based Air Defence
The Government has now confirmed that ground based air
defence (GBAD) systems will be deployed at six sites in and
around London for the duration of the Olympic Games including on Blackheath Common.
As many local residents are already aware, the deployment
has been under consideration since last year when the
Secretary of State for Defence, Philip Hammond, announced
that the Armed Forces would be providing some specialist
military support to the Police and the Olympic Organisers
(LOCOG) during the Games this summer.
While there is no reported threat to the Games, we need to
ensure the safety of those attending and taking part which
is why a comprehensive security plan, similar to those seen
at other recent Games, will be in place. The aim is to make
this once-in-a-generation event enjoyable and safe for all.
The military contribution to the overall police-led plan
includes a range of equipment and personnel being located
across London including Typhoon aircraft, helicopters and
the Royal Navy ship HMS Ocean at Greenwich.
Armed Forces personnel have undertaken a wide
programme of engagement with all the communities
affected, including in the Blackheath area, which has
included a series of events to inform local residents and the
public which you may have attended.
Additionally, many of you will have seen for yourselves,
or through the media, the military exercises we held in
early May to test our capabilities and inform decisions on
specialist equipment that we may deploy during the Games
themselves. These exercises included the location of GBAD
for a short period on Blackheath Common.
The exercise proved highly successful and as a result,
following military advice, the Government has agreed that
it will be based at the six previously identified locations in
London, including on Blackheath Common.

During our engagements with local people we have been
pleased to find that, broadly speaking, communities are
supportive and understanding of the need for us to put
public safety at the heart of our contribution to the policeled security operation. But understandably people have
questions and concerns that we have sought to answer to
the best of our abilities.
Now a decision has been made to locate GBAD in your
area, we will continue to talk to local residents and below
are some of the frequently asked questions that we have
encountered so far which we hope you will find both
helpful and reassuring.

The Equipment and Site
The GBAD system to be located at Blackheath Common is
called Rapier which has radars and a missile launcher to
provide air defence in the highly unlikely event that a fast
moving, low level and highly manoeuvrable aircraft poses
a threat. The Rapier system will be towed to Blackheath,
set up and operated by around ten unarmed soldiers from
16 Regiment Royal Artillery who normally are based at
North Luffenham, Rutland. The site will be fully manned
24/7 by the soldiers who will be supported by armed police
providing security for the equipment and soldiers.
A perimeter fence will be constructed around the site
but the public will still be free to enjoy the rest of
Blackheath Common.
The Rapier system will be deployed to Blackheath for the
Games from mid July. The soldiers operating it will also
use the Territorial Army Centre at Holly Hedge House, also
at Blackheath, as a supporting base. There will be periodic
shift changes which residents may observe and there will
be intermittent deliveries of supplies, such as food and
water, to the site but the movement and parking of vehicles
on and around the site will be managed to avoid adding
congestion to the local roads and to minimise any potential
disturbance to residents.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are you doing to minimise the threats posed
to the Games?
There is currently no evidence of a specific threat against
the Olympic Park, London or the Olympic Games but we
must be prepared for every eventuality however unlikely.
Every day the Armed Forces are helping to ensure that
UK skies are protected from any threats from the air by
monitoring and detecting any unidentified aircraft entering
UK airspace and responding appropriately. Furthermore,
other recent Games have been protected by air defences.
This protection will be enhanced during the Olympics,
specifically in the London airspace around the Olympic
Park, where restricted zones will be in place. This will
include a number of military deployments; radars to
provide extra surveillance to UK’s airspace; Typhoon jets
and helicopters to respond to unidentified aircraft entering
the restricted zone. In addition, and as a last resort, GBAD
will be in place to respond to an unidentified aircraft
making a determined approach in the restricted zone.
The military has the capability to provide this enhanced
protection during the Games, and it would be irresponsible
for it not to be in place during this time. Most importantly,
it will also be a major deterrent for anyone seeking to cause
disruption from the air during the Games.
How is the decision to fire a surface to air missile made?
In the highly unlikely event of a determined attack, the use
of surface to air missiles would be a last resort. Information
on potential threats to London from the skies will be
continuously collected using a range of detection systems,
including the Rapier system. That information would be
passed to the highest levels of government where any
decision would be made.
Does the presence of the Rapier missile system make the
site a target?
No. The presence of Ground Based Air Defence does not
make the site a target.

