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Armed Forces in Blackheath

During the Olympic and Paralympic Games
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Safety & Security
To support the delivery of a safe and secure Olympic 
Games the Secretary of State for Defence announced 
last year the deployment of certain Armed Forces 
units to London in support of the Olympics organisers 
(LOCOG) and the police.  These include Typhoon aircraft, 
helicopters, HMS Ocean and may include a Ground Based 
Air Defence system - the system here in Blackheath. 

The Ground Based Air Defence system consists of Rapier.    
The site at Blackheath has been chosen as it has proved 
to be the best location for this equipment and this was 
confirmed during tests in March.

Similar capabilities have been made available at every 
recent Olympic Games.  At the time, the Secretary of 
State said that the Armed Forces would support the 
Police in providing security on the Thames, in the Air 
over London and at Games venues.  

It is not unusual for the civil authorities to seek 
assistance from the Armed Forces when there is a 
significant and large public event in the UK and the 
Olympics is no different.

Military Exercise
The Armed Forces will conduct a major national exercise 
over the period 2nd - 10th May.  The exercise will test 
the Armed Forces in their role supporting the Police and 
LOCOG during the Olympic and Paralympic Games.  In 
support of that exercise, the Ground Based Air Defence 
and the unit will operate with dummy missiles fitted 
from Blackheath from 2nd May for the exercise period.

During the Games
After the exercise Government will decide whether or 
not Ground Based Air Defence will be deployed for the 
Games.  If deployed the system is likely to remain on site 
at Blackheath throughout the Games.  It would then be 
removed very shortly after the Games.

Profile of the Equipment
The Rapier system comprises of a radar, a sighting unit 
and a missile rail.  Rapier uses its sensors to track and 
deter an attack from the air.  Rapier has an extended 
range against potential threat.

The deployment of Ground Based Air Defence 
equipment is part of the larger air security plan which 
includes Typhoon aircraft and helicopters.  There is no 
particular threat and as such the systems are here to 
enhance security that is already in place.

Routine at the Site
The systems will remain live throughout their 
deployment.  However, operating teams will change 
over periodically for rest and recovery.  There will 
be periodic deliveries to site to resupply fuel for  
generators, food and water.  Where possible, the 
movement of Defence traffic around the site will be 
managed to reduce the impact on local roads and the 
surrounding communities.  

Work is being conducted to minimise the noise from 
generators for local residents.

Public Open Events
The Officer Commanding the Ground Based Air Defence 
unit would like to invite residents of Blackheath to 
meet him and his Team and to see the systems on 4th 
May from 16.00 to 19.00.  These timings are subject to 
change and if this happens we will keep you informed.

Armed Force personnel will be on hand to answer any 
questions you may have about the role of the Armed 
Forces during the Olympic and Paralympic Games.

We will continue to keep the community updated on 
our future activities and speak regularly with your local 
council in support of LOCOG and the police.

Further Enquiries
Further information on the deployment of Armed 
Forces personnel and equipment can be obtained by 
calling 07879 603506. Please leave a message and a 
representative of the Ministry of Defence will call  
you back. 

Alternatively, please send your enquiry by e-mail to 
LONDIST-MoDOlympicsEnquiries@mod.uk

If you would like further information, please 
visit our website at: http://www.mod.uk/
DefenceInternet/DefenceNews/InDepth/
OperationOlympicsDefenceSupportToLondon2012.htm

Information that you may want to know about the Armed Forces contribution 
to the Olympics and Paralympics Games in your area
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