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How are the Armed Forces  
contributing to the Olympics? 

When there is a significant event in the UK, the Civil 
Authorities seek assistance from the Armed Forces  
and the Olympics is no different. 

As part of the Military Assistance to the Civil Authorities, 
the Armed Forces are assisting the Police with security  
for the Olympics    

Information that you may want to know about the Armed Forces Test Exercise

Why are we here?   
We are running an exercise locally to test the sensors  
and communications on our Air Defence Systems 
which might be used to support the police-led security 
operation for the Olympics 2012. 
As part of our ongoing planning, we are testing the 
equipment to make sure that, if it is used, it will work 
effectively in this environment and we will ensure any 
impact to the local community is noted and addressed.

Why is the military doing this?  
The military is providing support to the police security 
plan for the Olympics, in London and across the UK. 
We need to make sure our equipment works.

Why has this location been chosen?  
This site provides one of the best locations in London  
for this equipment, should it be decided to deploy  
it for the Olympics.

Does that mean we are a target?  
No. It is not being considered for deployment in 
response to any specific threat. The equipment has 
a range of capabilities including its radar and it will 
represent a powerful deterrent.

Is the equipment safe?  
There is no danger to the public from today’s testing. 

Will it affect my mobile telephone 
or my TV network?  
We have carried out careful planning to make sure it 
should not interfere with your TV or mobile reception 
and are confident that this will not occur. Our testing 
today will confirm this. 

What does HVM  
(the High Velocity Missile) do?  
HVM is a piece of equipment that we use to protect 
ourselves against hostile aircraft and helicopters. 

What does Rapier do?  
The Rapier system can track aircraft using its sensors 
and if necessary deter an attack from the air. 

Why are you testing it without missiles?  
We don’t need missiles when we test the sensors  
and communications systems. 

How long will it be here for?  
We will only be here for a few hours. 

Will you be coming back? 
It is probable that we will come back for some further 
testing or exercising. We will keep local Councils and 
landowners informed.


